Nature & People Shape Places - Conversation &
classroom guide

Learning with a grown-up - Ages 4-8 - Flexible participation

Which labeled feature carries the road across the river?

Learning aim: Compare natural and human-built landscape features and describe how one built
feature relates to nature.

A five-minute conversation
Look out of the train window with Olivia. Choose one feature people built and one that forms in nature.
Start here: Offer river versus bridge as the first pair.

Explore further: Discuss how people can change a natural feature without making it cease to matter.

Which labeled feature carries the road across the river?

Answer cue: The bridge. People built it to span the water.

Which three labeled features belong to the nature group?

Answer cue: River, hill and woodland in this scene.

How do a natural feature and a built feature meet here?

Answer cue: The bridge crosses the river; the road connects to it. Accept another accurate relation
supported by the picture.

Keep the idea clear

Natural and built features often interact. People can plant woodland, change river channels or reshape
hills. This scene introduces a useful first comparison, not a claim that every tree or river is untouched
by people. Both kinds of features deserve care.

Try: Add a bridge to a drawing
Materials: Paper and a pencil or crayon, or use pointing and spoken descriptions.

1. Draw a river and a few houses on opposite sides.
2. Add a bridge and a connecting road.
3. Point out what represents nature and what people would build, and explain why the bridge helps.

What this can show: Can the child identify one natural and one built feature and describe their
relationship? Stay together and use the picture or an indoor drawing. No trip, purchase, cutting, water
access or real address is needed.

Return to it: If the bridge were missing, what would someone need to cross the water?
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Nature & People Shape Places - In the classroom

A 20-minute classroom lesson

Prepare: Read the picture and answer cues. Have the optional explorer's notebook available. Paper and
a pencil or crayon, or use pointing and spoken descriptions.

Words to explore

river — Water flowing along a channel across land.
hill — Raised land, usually lower than a mountain.
bridge — A structure that lets a route cross an obstacle such as water.

3 min - Notice: Look together: Look out of the train window with Olivia. Choose one feature people built
and one that forms in nature.

4 min - Compare: Discuss: read one question and invite children to point to the evidence.

8 min - Try together: Draw a river and a few houses on opposite sides. Add a bridge and a connecting
road. Point out what represents nature and what people would build, and explain why the bridge helps.

5 min - Explain: Try and explain: Draw a river and a few houses on opposite sides. Add a bridge and a
connecting road. Point out what represents nature and what people would build, and explain why the
bridge helps.

Understanding check: Can the child identify one natural and one built feature and describe their
relationship?

Answer guidance: The bridge. People built it to span the water. River, hill and woodland in this scene.
The bridge crosses the river; the road connects to it. Accept another accurate relation supported by
the picture.

Read labels aloud and describe shape and position. Accept speech, signing, pointing or eye gaze; do not rely only on color.

A response to keep

On notebook page 5, help someone travel from START to the library on the other side. Draw a bridge or
a ferry route.

One clue | can explain now...

Something else | wonder...

https://kiddos.ai/learn/olivia-the-globetrotter/nature-and-people

Related story: Olivia the Globetrotter stories — Olivia and Doudou in Paris and Olivia and Doudou in San Francisco invite
children to notice rivers, bridges and buildings. This train-window valley is a new learning view, not a new canonical journey.
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Our discovery record

Use words, marks, a drawing or an adult's notes. Keep this page with you; nothing needs to be
uploaded.

Date / time (if useful):

My question or idea

What | noticed

What | think now

What | want to explore next

Stories to continue together: https://kiddos.ai/books

Kiddos Books on the App Store: https://apps.apple.com/app/id6720721998

Explore the available physical books: https://www.amazon.com/author/kiddos-books
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