Where Land Meets the Sea - Conversation & classroom
guide
Learning with a grown-up - Ages 4-8 - Flexible participation

Which land has water all the way around it?

Learning aim: Distinguish an island and peninsula, and identify a bay and a strait from land-water
relationships.

A five-minute conversation
Trace one coastline slowly. Notice when water surrounds land and when land remains connected.
Start here: Begin with island versus connected land; add bay and strait later.

Explore further: Explain how a strait connects larger waters while a peninsula connects to land.

Which land has water all the way around it?

Answer cue: The island. Follow its complete shore without finding a land connection.

How is the peninsula different from the island?

Answer cue: It is still joined to the mainland, while water reaches around most of it.

Which label names narrow water, rather than land?

Answer cue: Strait. The narrow passage connects the larger water areas on its two sides. The bay is
water curving into the land.

Keep the idea clear

The museum relief is a model, not a real coast or walking route. A bay can open into a sea or a lake. A
strait is water; a peninsula is land. Do not infer depth, safe swimming or scale from the model.

Try: Draw two different shores

Materials: Paper and a pencil or crayon, or use pointing and spoken descriptions.

1. Draw an island with a complete ring of water around it.
2. Draw a second land shape still joined to a larger area of land.
3. Explain why the second one can be a peninsula and the first cannot.

What this can show: Can the child follow the island shore and identify the peninsula’s land connection?
Stay together and use the picture or an indoor drawing. No trip, purchase, cutting, water access or real
address is needed.

Return to it: Cover the labels. Can you still explain which shape is an island and which is a peninsula?
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Where Land Meets the Sea - In the classroom

A 20-minute classroom lesson

Prepare: Read the picture and answer cues. Have the optional explorer's notebook available. Paper and
a pencil or crayon, or use pointing and spoken descriptions.

Words to explore

bay — Water that curves into the land.

peninsula — Land mostly surrounded by water and joined to a larger land area.
island — Land with water all around it.

strait — A narrow stretch of water joining larger bodies of water.

3 min - Notice: Look together: Trace one coastline slowly. Notice when water surrounds land and when
land remains connected.

4 min - Compare: Discuss: read one question and invite children to point to the evidence.

8 min - Try together: Draw an island with a complete ring of water around it. Draw a second land shape
still joined to a larger area of land. Explain why the second one can be a peninsula and the first cannot.

5 min - Explain: Try and explain: Draw an island with a complete ring of water around it. Draw a second
land shape still joined to a larger area of land. Explain why the second one can be a peninsula and the
first cannot.

Understanding check: Can the child follow the island shore and identify the peninsula’s land
connection?

Answer guidance: The island. Follow its complete shore without finding a land connection. It is still
joined to the mainland, while water reaches around most of it. Strait. The narrow passage connects the
larger water areas on its two sides. The bay is water curving into the land.

Read labels aloud and describe shape and position. Accept speech, sighing, pointing or eye gaze; do not rely only on color.

A response to keep

Return to notebook page 2. Trace water around an island. Add a peninsula that stays joined to a larger
land shape.

One clue | can explain now...

Something else | wonder...

https://kiddos.ai/learn/olivia-the-globetrotter/coast-shapes

Related story: Olivia the Globetrotter stories — Olivia and Doudou in San Francisco introduces a coastal city and the Golden
Gate Bridge. This separate model helps name land-water shapes without claiming to map San Francisco Bauy.
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Our discovery record

Use words, marks, a drawing or an adult's notes. Keep this page with you; nothing needs to be
uploaded.

Date / time (if useful):

My question or idea

What | noticed

What | think now

What | want to explore next

Stories to continue together: https://kiddos.ai/books

Kiddos Books on the App Store: https://apps.apple.com/app/id6720721998

Explore the available physical books: https://www.amazon.com/author/kiddos-books
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