The torn-picture mystery

Ages 4-7 with a grown-up - 5-10 minutes after setup - Fit parts into a whole

https://kiddos.ai/explorations/benny-everyday-detectives/the-torn-picture-mystery

Wonder together

Which picture lines and torn edges fit together?

Materials

One sheet of ordinary paper; A thick crayon; A flat clear place to play.

Adult setup - read before trying
Grown-up draws one large simple acorn across a sheet, shows it, then tears it into three large pieces. Child
mixes and turns the pieces.

Try together

1. Together, draw and look at one large simple picture.

2. Grown-up tears the sheet into three large pieces; child mixes them.

3. Child turns and slides pieces, looking for picture lines and torn edges that meet.

4. Put all three together and check the whole picture. Looking at the original drawing before tearing is
allowed.

5. Swap: child draws and directs the tearing; grown-up solves.

Keep the comparison clear

Keep fixed: The three large pieces all come from one acorn drawing. Every piece is used once.

What changes: Turn and slide the paper pieces until both the drawing and torn edges meet. Make a new
fish drawing for the next turn.

Look for: The three pieces form the same acorn picture when the brown cap line and body join, and the

torn edges meet. A piece can need turning before it fits.

Explain with care

The three pieces form the same acorn picture when the brown cap line and body join, and the torn edges
meet. A piece can need turning before it fits.

Color alone may not identify a fit. Check the continuing picture lines and torn edges together. Looking at
the original drawing and asking for help are welcome.

Talk about it

What helped these two pieces meet?

Answer cue: Accept a matching torn edge, the cap line, a color or a part of the drawing; ask the child to
point.
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What could you try when a piece does not fit?

Answer cue: Turn it or try a different neighbor. Looking again or asking for help is welcome.

How can we check that we made one whole picture?

Answer cue: The picture lines continue across the joins and all three pieces are used; there is no gap in the
sheet.

A parent move: Ask “Which lines could meet?” and let the child turn a piece. Offer to hold a piece steady
rather than placing it for them.

Start simply: Use two large pieces and keep the picture upright. The child can point while an adult moves
the pieces.

Explore further: Make a new three-piece puzzle with a different picture. Try one piece turned sideways; do
not add tiny pieces.

Return to it: Another day, draw a hew simple picture and take turns making a puzzle.

In the classroom

Flexible 15-minute small-group sequence; prepare materials first and shorten or pause as needed.

3 min - Meet the picture

Show one large drawing and let children name or point to a useful line. An adult tears it into three large
pieces.

4 min - Try the fit

Invite a child to turn and slide the pieces while a partner points to a line or edge that could meet. Use two
pieces if helpful.

5 min - Check and swap

Check all the joins together. Children draw a new simple picture and direct an adult to tear it; the adult
solves with their clues.

3 min - Show a helpful clue

Invite each pair to point to one joined line or torn edge. A child may direct an adult without moving the
pieces.

Understanding check

Ask the child to show one line or edge that helped them join two pieces.

Answer guidance: The three pieces form the same acorn picture when the brown cap line and body join,
and the torn edges meet. A piece can need turning before it fits.

Participation choices: Accept pointing, gestures, home-language words or directing an adult. Use two large
pieces and keep the picture upright. The child can point while an adult moves the pieces.

Words to explore

whole — All the parts joined together.
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edge — The outside boundary of a piece.

turn — Change which way a piece faces.

Full adult notes and honest limits

Ask "Which lines could meet?” and let the child turn a piece. Offer to hold a piece steady rather than
placing it for them.

Color alone may not identify a fit. Check the continuing picture lines and torn edges together. Looking at
the original drawing and asking for help are welcome.

These are authored shared-play examples. Suggested ages and times are starting points, not an
assessment or evidence of measured learning outcomes.

Related reading

Meet Benny in Benny the Forest Detective, an interactive Little Clue Tales forest mystery about noticing
clues, counting, matching, sequencing and sharing. This household detective game is a new editorial
adaptation, not a page from the book. Explore the digital story in Kiddos Books and browse Amazon for the
physical titles currently available; no matching paperback is promised.

Activity sources

Kiddos — The torn-picture mystery: authored game rules and pictured answer —
https://kiddos.ai/explorations/benny-everyday-detectives/the-torn-picture-mystery

Read with confidence. Explore Kiddos Books with a grown-up.
App Store: https://apps.apple.com/app/id6720721998

Available physical books: https://www.amazon.com/author/kiddos-books
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